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(57) ABSTRACT 

A ferrous object is attached to or embedded within an article 
of golf clothing so that it is subject to the force of magnetic 
attraction of a magnet in a ball marker. A magnetic ball 
marker according to the invention has a body that can be 
stamped, painted, machined, or otherwise provided with 
surface embellishments, such as tournament logos, golf 
course crests, corporate logos, and other visual indicia that 
are favored by golfers. Unlike conventional golf ball 
markers, however, a ball marker according to the invention 
is provided with a thin, flat, permanent magnet that is 
attached to or embedded within the body of the ball marker. 
When the ball marker is moved into the proximity of an 
article of golf clothing modified according to the invention 
by the incorporation of a ferrous object therein, the ball 
marker will be attracted to the ferrous object and will cling 
to the article of golf clothing until purposely removed 
therefrom. The invention has particular applicability to golf 
headgear, such a hats and visors. The ferrous objects 
employed may be configured as thin metal sheets, discs, 
wafers, or strips attached to or embedded within the bill or 
a golf hat or visor. The magnet ball marker of the invention 
is then simply placed in contact with or even in near 
proximity to the area of the hat at which the ferrous object 
has been permanently attached. The magnetic ball marker 
will thereupon cling to the article of golf clothing until 
removed therefrom for use. 

17 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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ARTICLE OF CLOTHING WITH ball markers are releasably mounted by the force of mag- 

ATTACHABLE MAGNETIC BALL MARKER netic attraction. Also, the tool of U.S. Pat. No. 5,305,999 

includes a clip that may be attached to the belt, cap, shoe, 

The present invention is a continuation in part of U.S. pocket, or golf bag of a golfer. As a consequence, when the 

application Ser. No. 09/187,684 now U.S. Pat. No. 5,996, 5 divot tool is carried in this manner the golf marker is more 

116, filed Nov. 5, 1998, presently pending, and also a easily rctrie ved and is also prominently displayed, 

continuation in part of U.S application Ser. No. 09/336,072, Nevertheless, since divot tools themselves are used only oo 

filed Jun. 18, 1999, presently pending. i- j * *u _* r ■ .1 /- 

' ' * 1 r & limited occasions, the opportunities tor conveniently re trie v- 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ing a golf ball marker by releasably mounting it on a divot 

1. Field of the Invention 10 tQo1 m somewhat limited. 

The present invention relates to a system for releasably In P rior us - applications Ser. Nos. 09/187,684 and 

securing a golf ball marker to a fabric golf accessory, such 09/336,072, both of which are incorporated herein in their 

as a golf hat, a sun visor, a golfing glove, or a towel, and an entireties by reference, several systems are described in 

improvement to a golf accessory by the combination of a which magnets are embedded in or attached to articles of 

magnetic golf ball marker therewith. 15 clothing, For example, those prior applications describe 

2 Description of the Prior Art systems in which magnets are attached to or embedded in the 

Golf ball markers have been used for many, many years ™ "li^f^ 01 Ak °' V ^ ^ a PP UcatioQ Sen 

in order to mark the position of a golf ball on a fairway or ^ 36 > 072 describes systems in which a magnet may be 

green during a game of golf engaged in by competitive „ P la <* d wU,u ? a * 10 ° f S° lf 

players. Golf ball markers are typically formed as small, ' lotblD 8'. such ™ a haL or steel 6 olf bal1 matker 

disc-shaped structures, usually fabricated from metal. Con- hta ^ a Mt ° * e P™^ ° f *e * ^ °f 

ventional golf ball markers are often stamped from a ferrous c l° thm B will be attracted to the magnets that are 

material, usually steel or iron. Some conventional golf ball 1° ^clothing or other golf accessory. The golf 

markers have a plain, unadorned appearance, although in „ ^ marker may thereby be carried m open display and in an 

more competitive golfing circles ball markers having surface eas ^ accessi e manner, 

embellishments on their faces are now widely utilized. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Conventional ball markers may include the sculptured and/ 

or painted reproductions of a golf course or tournament logo, I nave since envisioned and developed a novel variation 

a country club insignia, a corporate or university logo or 30 of me systems described in my prior U.S. patent applications 

insignia, or more personalized surface embellishments. Ser. Nos. 097187,684 and 09/336,072. More specifically, 

Whatever the particular adornment adopted for a golf ball according to the present invention an object formed of a 

marker by a player, more often than not the player is proud ferrous material, such as a thin, flat iron or steel disc or plate, 

to display the ball marker, since it is frequently indicative of is secured in position relative to an article of golf clothing or 

courses or tournaments in which the player has participated 35 otner g°lf accessory. A golf ball marker is formed which 

or otherwise attests to the players experience, competence, includes a magnet in its structure. The ball marker must 

or interest in participation in the game of golf. include some structure which can be stamped, painted, 

While a player may be happy to display a ball marker, in imprinted, or otherwise emblazoned with crests, logos, and 

conventional use, golf ball markers offer only a limited otner mdicia that are preferred and accepted by golfers, 

opportunity for such display. More often, when a golfer's 40 How «ver, a magnet is permanently affixed to or incorporated 

ball lies in the field of play, the ball marker is typically mto ^ structure of an otherwise conventional golf ball 

carried in the golfer's pocket, and is thus concealed from marker. 

view. Furthermore, when a golf ball marker is carried in a The magnetic ball marker system of the invention has the 

player's pocket, the player is often forced to dig and fumble advantage that the ball marker will be attracted to the ferrous 

through the contents of the pocket in order to retrieve it. Golf 45 object in the article of golf clothing or the golf accessory, 

ball markers have similar sizes and shapes to coins of The ball marker will thereby cling to the external surface of 

currency, which are often carried in the same pocket. A golf the article of golf clothing or the golf accessory due to the 

ball marker therefore cannot be separated easily from the force of magnetic attraction between the magnet incorpo- 

other contents of the pocket by the sense of touch. The rated into the structure of the golf ball marker and the iron 

retrieval of a golf ball marker for use thereby creates a 50 or steel object that is incorporated into or attached to the 

source of annoyance and distraction to the golfer, structure of the golf clothing or golf accessory. 

Systems for enhancing the convenience of access and The object formed of a material attracted by the force of 

extent of display of golf ball markers have been devised in magnetism is incorporated into or attached to the article of 

the past. For example, golf ball markers may be releasably golf clothing or golf accessory. This object may be either 

mounted by means of magnets in golf divot tools that are 55 located beneath a fabric sheet-like surface on the article or 

utilized to repair divots and spruce up golf greens. Golf divot it may be mounted externally on the article. If the iron or 

tools may be formed with one or more shallow, disc-shaped steel object is concealed from view by an overlying layer of 

recesses therein at the bottom of which a flat slab of fabric, the fabric must be thin enough so that the magnet on 

magnetic material is permanently secured. A ferrous ball the ball marker can be moved sufficiently close to the iron 

marker formed of steel or soft iron may then be releasably eo or steel object. This is typically not a problem in the case of 

held in position in the recess or tray of a golf divot tool by golf clothing and golf accessories that include a layer of 

the magnetic force of attraction of the magnetic material. As fabric, such as golf hats, golf shirts, golf visors, golf gloves, 

a consequence, when the divot repair tool is utilized the ball etc. The overlying layer of fabric is typically no greater than 

marker is conveniently accessible and is also displayed for about three-sixteenths of an inch in thickness, and often is 

all to see. 65 considerably thinner. 

U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,295,683 and 5,305,999 disclose and In other applications, the ferrous metal object in the article 

describe divot tools of different configurations in which golf of golf clothing or other golf accessory may be positioned 
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externally. For example, the ferrous object may be formed as In one preferred embodiment of the invention, the fabric 

a thin iron or steel sheet or plaque that is fastened externally golf accessory is a hat that has a bill formed of a stiff, 

atop the bill of a golf cap or visor. When located on the substantially flat interior core. The core of the bill is encap- 

exposed surface of an article of golf clothing or other golf sulated within a cloth fabric covering. The object formed of 

accessory, the ferrous object will typically have a decoration 5 ferrous material may be glued or sewn into position atop the 

and/or surface ornamentation. When the ferrous object is stiff, interior core forming the bill of the cap, and covered by 

externally mounted, such as atop the bill of a golf cap or the cloth fabric forming the cap. Alternatively, it may be 

visor, the ball marker will be attracted to and directly contact located within a cavity defined in the core of the cap. In still 

the ferrous object that is secured to the article of golf another arrangement, the object of ferrous material may be 

clothing. 10 attached to the outer, exposed fabric surface on the bill of the 

The ball marker retention system of the invention cap. 

involves releasably positioning a golf ball marker into which The magnet incorporated into the structure of the ball 

a magnet has been incorporated on the exposed fabric marker may be a flexible sheet or layer of rubber with 

surface of a golf accessory, such as an article of golf magnetized ferrous particles of iron or iron oxide embedded 

clothing. For example, golf ball markers may be promi- 15 therein. Preferably, however, the magnet is a thin, flat slab of 

nently displayed on golf hats, caps, sun visors, golfing magnetized iron or steel. The magnetic slab may be formed 

gloves, golf towels, golf bags, and other golfing accessories as a disc, a rectangle, or any other geometric shape, 

that are formed of fabric. The system for retaining magnetic ^ ^ broad aspect, the invention may be considered 

golf ball markers in position in this manner involves the t0 be a golf ball marker com p rismg a body having m 

incorporation of a flat strip or slab of material attracted by 20 exposed Slirfacc beariog ^ mdicia ^ md a magQct penna . 

magnetism into the fabric structure of an article of golf nen dy secured to the body so as to not obscure the indicia 

clothing or some other golf accessory. ihcasan. Such a magnetic ball marker will be attracted to and 

According to some embodiments of the invention, one or cling to an article of golf clothing having an object formed 

more slabs, strips, or other shapes of ferrous material are of ferrous material embedded therein or attached thereto, 

mounted beneath the exposed surface of the fabric of an 25 magnetic ball marker, the article of golf clothing, and 

article of golf wear or a golfing accessory and secured out of the ferrous object attached to the article of golf clothing form 

sight. Nevertheless, the force of magnetic attraction exerted a combination according to the invention. However, 

by the magnet on the golf ball marker acts through the fabric the magnetic ball marker by itself is advantageous in other 

material with sufficient strength so that the magnetic golf ways as weU. A golfer may pick up the magnetic ball marker 

ball marker will be held in position against the exposed 0 f the invention without bending over to do so by merely 

surface of the fabric while the ferrous material which is touching the iron or steel head of a golf club or putter onto 

attracted by the magnetic field exerted by the ball marker ^ magnetic marker to lift the marker from a fairway or 

remains concealed from view on the inside, hidden surface green . Also, a magnetic ball marker may be carried in the 

of the fabric. ^ golfer's pocket, but can be readily separated from loose 

By utilizing the system of the invention, golf ball markers change that is also carried in the golfer's pocket by merely 

will adhere to articles of clothing and can be held in place inserting an iron or steel object, such as a key or golf divot 

by the force of magnetic attraction with a sufficient strength tool into the golfer's pocket. The ball marker will attach 

so that they will not become dislodged therefrom acciden- itself to such a ferrous object so that it can be easily 

tally. To the contrary, the magnetic field exerted by the separated from loose change in the golf's pocket and with- 

magnet of the ball marker through the cloth structure is drawn for use. 

sufficient to hold a ball marker bearing a magnet firmly in In still ^ofost aspect the invention may be considered to 

position until and unless the user purposefully overcomes be a combination of an article of clothing, a patch including 

that force and pulls the ball marker clear from the article of a ^low tray, an object formed of a ferrous material, a layer 

clothing so that the ferrous material embedded therein is 45 of ad hesive, and a magnetic golf ball marker. The article of 

beyond the influence of the magnetic field of the magnet in clothing includes a layer of flexible fabric material having an 

the ball marker. exposed side and an opposite concealed side. The shallow 

In one broad aspect the present invention may be consid- tray of the patch has a floor, and walls projecting outwardly 
ered to be an improvement in an article of golf clothing from the floor to define a laterally enclosed cavity. The patch 
having at least one layer of fabric with a visually exposed 50 has an outwardly facing attachment surface surrounding the 
side and an opposite concealed side. The improvement is cavity. The object formed of ferrous material is located 
comprised of at least one flat object formed of ferrous within the cavity. The layer of adhesive is interposed 
material secured in position to the layer of fabric at a between the attachment surface of the patch and the con- 
selected, fixed location thereon, and a ball marker formed of cealed surface of the fabric material, thereby joining the 
a body and a magnet permanently secured to the body. The 55 patch to the layer of fabric material with the cavity enclosed 
body may be formed of a nonmagnetic material. When therebetween and with the object formed of ferrous material 
placed near the fixed location on the layer of fabric, the ball trapped between the shallow tray and the concealed side of 
marker is magnetically held to the object of ferrous material the layer of fabric material. The golf ball marker has a 
by the force of magnetic attraction between the magnet of magnet permanently attached thereto. When the ball marker 
the ball marker and the object of ferrous material. m is positioned at the exposed surface of the layer of flexible 

The term fabric, as used herein, is to be construed in its fabric material proximate the object formed of ferrous 

broadest sense of any thin, expansive, flexible, or supple material, the magnet exerts a force of attraction through the 

material of the type typically utilized in the construction of layer of fabric material. This force holds the golf ball marker 

golf clothing and other golfing accessories. The term fabric in contact with the exposed surface of fabric material 

should be construed as encompassing not only woven cloth 65 proximate the object of ferrous material, 

textiles, but also other flexible, thin, expansive materials In still another aspect the invention may be considered to 

such as leather, plastic sheet material, and felt, for example. be a method of carrying a golf ball marker in open display 



09/24/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



US 6,170,088 Bl 

5 6 

on a fabric golf accessory comprising: securing an object of DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
material attracted by magnetism to a layer of fabric of a golf 

accessory, and placing a golf ball marker formed of a FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one preferred embodiment 

magnetically inert body and a permanent magnet perma- of a S olf baU marker constructed according to the invention, 

nently secured to that body near the object of material 5 FIG. 2 is a side elevational exploded view of the golf ball 

attracted by magnetism. A magnetic field produced by the marker of FIG. 1. 

magnet on the golf ball marker draws the golf ball marker FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the golf ball marker 

toward the object attracted by magnetism and holds it of FIG. 1 is its finished condition. 

relative thereto when the golf ball marker is moved into the FIG. 4 is a exploded perspective view of another preferred 

vicinity of the object of material attracted by magnetism. 10 embodiment of a golf ball marker according to the invention. 

There it will remain until an opposing force stronger than the CTr e • -a \ i * c *u iru n 1 

*i a u j- i j iL if. 11 i iv A i i FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of the golf ball marker 

magnetic field dislodges the golf ball marker from the layer of FIG 4 

of fabric. * " . 

— . x . 1t _ -j j * i_ . FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating an improved 

The invention may also be considered to be an improve- . r ,c f • * *u - *• 

1P 7 - j j, £1 < article of golf clothing according to the invention. 

ment to a golf accessory formed with an exposed layer of 15 

fabric. The improvement is comprised of a flat, thin object FIG " 7 15 a detaii P lan view illustrating the ferrous object 

formed of ferrous material attached to and concealed by the employed in the golf hat shown in FIG. 6. 

exposed layer of fabric at a selected location thereon. The FIG. 8 is a plan detail illustrating an alternative embodi- 

improvement also includes a detached golf ball marker ment of the ferrous object of FIG. 7. 

including a permanent magnet permanently incorporated 20 FIG. 9 is a perspective detail illustrating still another 

therein. The magnetic force of attraction of the magnet acts article formed of ferrous material affixed to a golf hat 

through the exposed layer of fabric to hold the golf ball according the invention. 

marker against the exposed layer of fabric at the selected FIG. 10 illustrates still another alternative embodiment of 

location when moved into proximity thereto. m article formed of fem)US material ^ ^ m a CQmbi . 

In still another aspect the invention may be considered to 25 nation according to the invention, 

be an improvement to an article of golf clothing comprising ^XG. 11 illustrates a combination according to the inven- 

a flat, thin object of ferrous material attached to the article ti on employing the ferrous article shown in FIG. 10. 

of clothing at a selected location thereon. The article of golf t™ . , , , , . . , , 

i • i j i c e i. . . ■ 1 Ti . FIG- 12 is a sectional elevational detail taken along the 

clothing mcludes a layer of nonferrous sheet material that j ines ^ 12 of FIG 11 

conceals the object of ferrous material from view at the 30 

selected location. The improvement also includes a detached FIG ' 13 illustrates still another alternative embodiment of 

golf ball marker that has a nonmagnetic body and a magnet a combination according to the invention, 

permanently attached to the nonmagnetic body. The magnet FIG - 14 is a sectional elevational detail showing a portion 

draws the golf ball marker toward the object of ferrous of the combination of FIG. 13. 

material and holds the golf ball marker against the layer of 35 FIG. 15 is a top plan view of a combination of a magnetic 

nonferrous sheet material when moved into proximity to the ball marker with an article of clothing having ferrous objects 

selected location. embedded therein according to the invention. 

In still another aspect the invention may be considered to FIG. 16 is a perspective view that illustrates a different 

be, in combination, an article of golf clothing formed of a ^ embodiment of a magnetic golf ball marker according to the 

flexible material having an exterior surface, a thin wafer of invention in combination with an article of golf clothing, 

ferrous material permanently attached to the article of cloth- FIG> 17 is a scc tional elevational detail of the combination 

ing beneath the exterior surface of the flexible material, and 0 f pj^ 

a golf ball marker formed of a body with a magnet perma- \ Q • , , , ^. , , - . r . 

^ t . .« . „ i-i a FIG - I* is an exploded sectional elevational view of the 

nently attached to the body. The golf ball marker is placed AC . « , . ■ -„ 

\ * * • _r & i_i .1 45 magnetic ball marker shown m FIG. 17. 

m contact with the exterior surface of the flexible material so ^ 

that the magnet exerts a magnetic field that acts through the FIG ' 19 fa a P crs P cctivc view illustrating the magnetic 

flexible material. The golf ball marker adheres to the article 8? lf baU markcr of FIG - i8 in combination with a golf sun 

of clothing on the exterior surface of the flexible material visor. 

when moved into proximity to the wafer of ferrous material 5Q FIG- 20 is an exploded perspective detail illustrating a 

unless dislodged therefrom by a force stronger than the combination of the magnetic golf ball marker of FIG. 18 

magnetic field. with a shallow tray containing an object of ferrous material 

In still another aspect the invention may be considered to mounted on a concealed side of a fabric layer of an article 

be the combination of a golf accessory constructed of fabric of golf c l° min g- 

having an exterior surface, a thin ferrous object permanently 5S FI G * 21 is a sectional elevational view illustrating the 

secured within the confines of the fabric, and a golf baU magnetic adhesion of the ball marker to the article of golf 

marker formed of a magnetically inert body having a magnet clothing of FIG. 20. 
permanently secured thereto. The golf ball marker is located 

upon the exterior surface of the fabric. The magnet of the DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

golf ball marker exerts a force of magnetic attraction, 60 FIGS. 1, 2, and 3 illustrate one embodiment of a golf ball 

whereby the ball marker is attracted toward the ferrous mark er 10 constructed according to the invention. The golf 

object. The ball marker remains secured in place on the ball marker 10 includes a flat, disc-shaped slab 12 of 

exterior surface of the fabric when moved into proximity to nonferrous material, such as brass or plastic. The disc- 

the ferrous object until removed with a force that overcomes shaped slab 12 has an exposed surface 14 thereon bearing an 

the force of magnetic attraction. 65 mdicia md i ca ted generally at 16 and a concealed surface 18. 

The invention may be described with greater clarity and The indicia may be in the form of a raised embossment; an 

particularity by reference to the accompanying drawings. indented stamping; a painted symbol, logo, or design; or any 
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combination of different types of indicia utilized on con- The magnet 40 is formed of a nickel-ferrous-boron alloy 

ventional golf ball markers. which is permanently magnetized to exert a considerable 

The golf ball marker 10 also includes a flat, thin disc- magnetic f orce for its size. The decal or hologram 42 may be 

shaped magnet 20 which is coextensive in area with the formed of paper or plastic and preferably has a thickness of 

nonmagnetic slab 12. The magnet 20 is permanently 5 about 0.2 millimeters. The adhesive layer 44 may be the 

attached to the concealed surface 18 of the flat slab 12 by a Lockrite adhesive previously described and exerts a strong 

thin layer of adhesive indicated at 22. The adhesive 22, when adhesive bond with the floor 34, the undersurface of the 

compressed between the nonmagnetic slab 12 and the mag- decal or hologram 42, and the upper surface of the magnet 

net 20 spreads out to form a thin film extending across the 40. 

entire interface between the concealed surface 18 of the 1° The magnet 40 is located and fits snugly within the 

nonmagnetic slab 12 and the magnet 20. The adhesive layer central, circular opening 38 of the floor 34 of the tray of the 

22 is preferably an adhesive material that is designed for frame 32. The adhesive layer 44 tightly bonds the magnet 40 

establishing a very tight adhesive bond between two metals. to the underside of the decal or hologram 42, and also bonds 

The Layer of adhesive 22 may, for example, be formed of a the underside of the decal or hologram 42 tightly to the 

drop of Locktite adhesive, manufactured by 3M Corporation 15 annular upwardly facing surface of the floor 34. 

located in Minneapolis, Minn. FIG. 6 illustrates a golf accessory, namely an article of 

The flat slab 12 may, for example, be formed of brass or golf clothing. More specifically, FIG. 6 illustrates an article 

stainless steel covered with brass. Alternatively, it may be of golf headgear which is a golf hat 50 that is constructed 

formed of plastic. The slab 12 could be formed of iron or with improvements according to the invention. The golf hat 

steel but is preferably formed of a material insensitive to 20 50 is formed with an exposed layer fabric 52 on the hat bill 

magnetism, so that the ball marker, when moved into 54. The hat 50 also has a thin object formed of ferrous 

position proximate an article formed of ferrous material, will material, which in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, is 

magnetically adhere thereto with the magnet 20 facing the a thin, rectangular-shaped steel plate 56 having a raised rim 

ferrous object. As a consequence, the indica 16 will face and raised lettering and simulated screw heads thereon as 

outwardly and will be visible. Indeed, if the golf ball marker 25 illustrated in greater detail in FIG. 7. The thin steel plate 56 

10 is moved into the proximity of an object formed of a may be attached to the outer, exposed surface of the fabric 

ferrous material with the exposed surface 14 of the mag- layer 52 by means of an adhesive and/or by depending 

netically insensitive slab 12 facing the ferrous object, the spikes or fastening prongs, or by any other conventional 

ball marker 10 will automatically flip itself over so that the means that permanently attaches the steel plate 56 in a fixed 

magnet 20 faces the ferrous object and so that the exposed 30 position on the exposed side of the fabric layer 52 of the hat 

surface 14 bearing the indicia 16 faces outwardly and is bill 54. 

clearly visible. ^ ball marker 30 shf)Wn m RG 6 may be of me type 

Preferably, the ball marker 10 has a 'diameter of either illustrated in detail in FIGS. 4 and 5. It is to be understood 

three-quarters of one inch (19 millimeters) or one inch (25.4 35 that other ball markers according to the invention may also 

millimeters). The magnet 20 preferably has a thickness of be employed in combination with the hat 50 and iron or steel 

about 0.02 inches (about 5 millimeters), while the entire plate 56. For example, the ball marker 10 shown in FIGS, 

structure of the ball marker 10 is preferably between 0.031 1-3 could alternatively be utilized as shown in FIG. 6, in 

and about 0.034 inches in thickness (about 0.79-0.86 place of the ball marker 30. In any event, the golf ball marker 

millimeters). The slab 12 preferably has a thickness of ^ employed in the manner illustrated in FIG. 6 is formed of a 

between about 0.29-0.32 inches (0.74-0.81 millimeters). body with a magnet permanently secured to the body. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate a different embodiment of a To utilize the invention shown if FIG. 6, a golfer merely 

magnetic golf ball marker according to the invention. The picks up the ball marker 30 from a position on the green or 

golf ball marker 30 is comprised of a frame 32, a magnet 40, fairway at which it has been placed, and places it onto his or 

and a visually attractive body such as a disc-shaped holo- 45 her hat bill 54 generally near the location of the steel plate 

gram or decal 42, all secured together by a layer of adhesive, 56. When the magnetic ball marker 30 is placed near the 

indicated at 44. The frame 32 has a circular periphery and selected, fixed location at which the steel plate 56 is secured 

forms a tray having a floor 34 surrounded by an annular to the layer of fabric 52, it is held to the steel plate 56 by the 

peripheral rim 36. A circular, central opening 38 is defined force of magnetic attraction between the magnet 40 of the 

in the floor 34. The decal or hologram 42 is a flat slab of 50 ball marker 30 and the steel plate 56. The force of magnetic 

nonferrous material that is seated in the tray formed by the attraction exerted by the magnet 40 is sufficient to pull the 

frame 32 and is surrounded by the peripheral rim 36. golf ball marker 30 onto the steel plate 56 even if the marker 

The frame 32 has an outer diameter of either 0.75 inches 30 is initially placed in direct contact with the exposed 

or 1 .00 inches. These are the standard sizes for golf ball surface of the fabric layer 52, off to one side of the steel plate 

markers. The frame 32 is between about 1.2 and about 1.45 55 56, as long as it is placed reasonably near the steel plate 56. 

millimeters in thickness measured at its periphery at the rim Th e force of magnetic attraction of the magnet 40 in the 

36. The floor 34 has a thickness of about 0.6 millimeters, and magnetic ball marker 30, coupled with the light weight of 

the peripheral rim 36 rises a distance of about 0.6 millime- toe Da U marker 30, will draw the ball marker 30 onto the 

ters above the floor 34. The magnet 40 has a disc-shaped stee l pl ate 56 from a distance of one inch or more, 

configuration and is preferably about twelve millimeters in 60 FIGS. 8, 9, and 10 illustrate other forms of objects 58, 60, 

diameter and about 0.8 millimeters thick (0.031 inches) for and 62, respectively, suitable for use in attracting a magnetic 

a frame 32 of one inch outer diameter. For a frame 32 that golf ball marker and suitable for use in combination with an 

is 0.75 inches in diameter the magnet 40 should be about 0.5 article of golf clothing. The objects 58 and 60 are formed of 

inches in diameter and about 0.6 millimeters thick (0.024 a ferrous material, preferably a thin, flat sheet or strip of iron 

inches). The thickness of the magnet 40 should be propor- 65 or stainless steel coated to prevent rusting. Preferably, the 

tional to its diameter so that it will not break easily during objects 58, 60, and 62 are decorated with some surface 

construction of the ball marker 30. ornamentation, which may include a tournament logo, a golf 



09/24/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



US 6,170,088 Bl 



10 



or country club logo, a university crest, or some other 
surface embellishment that is visually attractive to a golfer. 
All of the objects 58, 60, and 62 are designed to be secured 
atop the visually exposed side of the layer of fabric 52 on the 
upper surface of the hat bill 54, or upon some other fabric 
layer of a golf hat or other golf accessory. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a diamond-shaped steel plaque that may 
be attached to the fabric layer 52 in the manner illustrated in 
FIG. 6. FIG. 9 illustrates an embodiment of the invention in 
which the object of ferrous material 60 is formed as a 
generally triangularly-shaped steel plate or sheet which is 
secured atop the fabric layer 52 of the hat bill 54 proximate 
the headband of the hat 50 at one comer of the bill 54. 

All of the ferrous objects 56, 58, and 60 illustrated in 
FIGS. 6-9 must contain enough iron so that they are subject 
to the magnetic force of attraction exerted by the magnetic 
ball marker of the invention. Both surfaces of the ferrous 
objects 56, 58, and 60 are plated with a finishing film so that 
they will not rust and will not discolor the fabric layer 52 of 
the hat bill 54. 

The ball marker attraction device 62 differs from the 
objects illustrated in FIGS. 7, 8, and 9 in that the strip 63 
employed can be formed of a nonferrous material, such as 
brass or plastic. The use of the ball marker attracting device 
62 is illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12. In the embodiment 
depicted in those drawing figures, the flat object formed of 
ferrous material is not the strip 63, but rather the flat, 
disc-shaped magnet 68 positioned therebeneath. 

FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate a further embodiment of an 
improved article of golf clothing according to the invention 
and employing the ball marker attracting device 62, As 
shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, the ball marker attracting device 

62 of FIG. 10 includes a flat plastic strip 63 that is secured 
in a fixed position atop the hat bill 54 on the exposed surface 
of the fabric layer 52 in the manner previously described. 
However, the combination of elements illustrated in FIGS. 
11 and 12 is further comprised of a second magnet 68 that 
is affixed in position relative to the plastic strip 63 and 
relative to the layer of fabric 52. Specifically, the plastic strip 

63 is formed with a generally circular central region 64 and 
a pair of wings 66 extending in diametrically opposed 
directions therefrom. A circular depression is formed in the 
underside of the plastic strip 63 to a sufficient depth to 
receive at least a portion of the second magnet 68, which is 
visible in FIG. 12. The depression in the underside of the 
strip 63 may be formed by stamping and prevents any lateral 
movement of the second magnet 68 atop the fabric layer 52. 
The plastic strip 63 is secured to the hat bill 54 by a pair of 
prongs or spikes 70 that puncture the fabric cloth layer 52 at 
a sharp, acute angle. 

The golf hat or cap 10 is formed with a cotton, wool, or 
synthetic fabric crown 51 surrounded by a hat band at its 
lower extremity. In the forehead region, a bill 54 is secured 
to the hat band and is constructed with a generally flat core 
55, visible in the detail view of FIG. 12. The core 55 may be 
formed of fiberboard or some other material stiff enough to 
provide the bill 54 with a permanent shape. The flat, roughly 
crescent-shaped core 55 is wrapped with a sheet of fabric 
that forms a layer 53 on the underside of the bill 54 and an 
overlying fabric layer 52 on the upper, exposed surface of 
the bill 54. 

The prongs 70 of the plastic strip 63 are angled into the 
structure of the hat bill 54. The prongs 70 penetrate through 
the upper fabric layer 52 and into the stiffening core 55 so 
as to hold the plastic strip 63 in a selected, fixed location 
atop the bill 54 of the hat 50. In addition to the anchored 
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attachment provided by the prongs 70, attachment of the 
strip 63 to the hat bill 54 may be enhanced by the use of an 
adhesive between the underside of the strip 63 and the 
exposed surface of the fabric layer 52 directly therebeneath. 

The ball marker attraction device 62 covers a predeter- 
mined area of the layer of fabric 52 on the hat bill 54. The 
second magnet 68 is located beneath the central, circular 
region 64 of the strip 63 and within the confines of the 
predetermined area covered by the strip 63. The second 
magnet 68 is sandwiched in between the strip 63 and the 
exposed side of the layer of fabric 52. As a consequence, if 
a magnetic golf ball marker such as the ball marker 30 or 10 
is placed atop the hat bill 54 in contact, for example, with 
either of the wings 66, as illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, the 
ball marker 30 or 10 will move without assistance from a 
position laterally displaced from the central region 64 
toward the center of the central region 64 directly above the 
second magnet 68. This action occurs due to the force of 
magnetic attraction exerted by the magnet 20 or 40 in the 
magnetic ball marker 10 or 30 and due to the presence of the 
second magnet 68 beneath the central region 64 of the strip 
63. The second magnet 68 is disposed so that the polarity of 
its upwardly facing circular surface that resides in contact 
with the underside of the central region 64 of the steel strip 

62 is of the opposite polarity from the polarity of the 
downwardly facing surface of the magnet 20 or 40 in the ball 
marker 10 or 30. 

Thus, the ball marker 30 or 10, when placed atop the hat 
bill 54 in the vicinity of the strip 63 will scoot laterally from 
the position indicated at 30 in FIGS. 11 and 12 to the 
position indicated in phantom at 30\ The magnet thus 
centers itself directly atop and within the periphery of the 
central region 64 of the strip 63. Indeed, the force of 
magnetic attraction between the second magnet 68 and the 
magnet 20 or 40 of the ball marker is sufficiently strong so 
that the ball marker does not even need to contact the strip 

63 at all in order for the magnetic ball marker to be drawn 
by magnetism into the position indicated at 30' in FIGS. 11 
and 12. 

The ball marker attraction device employed in an article 
of golf clothing according to the invention may be located 
externally on the article, such as the articles of head gear 
illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 11. Alternatively, however, the ball 
marker attracting device may be concealed from view. 

FIGS. 13 and 14 illustrate a golf hat 150 constructed in the 
manner previously described. In the embodiment of FIGS. 
13 and 14, the upper layer of cloth 52 on the upper surface 
of the hat bill 54 is a nonferrous sheet of material that 
conceals from view the object of ferrous material, which is 
a thin, relatively narrow steel strip 76. The hat 150 is 
modified during construction by the creation of a cradle or 
tray on the upper surface of the core 55 of the hat bill 54 at 
a selected location thereon. This shallow cavity is configured 
to snugly receive the steel strip 76 therewithal, as illustrated 
in FIG. 14. The steel strip 76 is maintained in position not 
only by the lateral constraints provided by the laterally 
surrounding structure of the core 55, but also by a lower 
layer of adhesive 78 that bonds the steel strip 76 to the core 
55, and an upper layer of adhesive 80 that bonds the steel 
strip 76 to the concealed surface of the upper fabric layer 52 
of the hat bill 54. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 13 and 14, a magnetic golf 
ball marker, such as the ball marker 10 or the ball marker 30, 
will be magnetically attracted to the steel strip 76 when 
moved into proximity thereto. Consequently, when the ball 
marker resides atop the fabric layer 52 near the steel strip 76, 



09/24/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



US 6,170,088 Bl 

11 12 

it will cling thereto for no visually apparent reason. This is interference fit between the outer diameter of the magnet 110 

because the strength of the magnet 20 or 40 on the underside and the inner diameter of the cavity 108 creates a very slight 

of the ball marker 10 or 30 is strong enough to exert a inelastic deformation in the ball marker body 102 so that the 

sufficient magnetic force of attraction through the cloth layer magnet 110 is permanently locked in the cavity 108 without 

52 to hold the ball marker at a selected location on the hat 5 the use of an adhesive. In the magnetic golf ball marker 100, 

bill 54, as determined by the location of the steel strip 76. ^ magnet 110 is permanently seated in the cavity 108 and 

be constructed so as to attract a magnetic ball marker to any ™„„ , , . T7i ... . , 
number of different locations. FIG. 15 illustrates a golf hat . FIGS J 16 a ° d 17 dluslra,e ^1 another embodiment of an 
250 in which a plurality of trays or channels are formed in io 5*™^ ?** ac ~ ssor y «w«diiig to invention As 
the core material 55 of the hat bill 254, all of which extend l"" 5 ^, ? those drawmg figures, the stiff core 55 of the 
generallyparalleLtoeachotherfromlocationsproximaletbe ^ u a be . fonned ™tb °ne °r ™ 01 ? S 61 ?"^ 
hat band toward the opposite forward end of the hat biU 254. ^^1^ ^TlT^fn • ^ ^ ^ 
A separate metal strip or wire 82 is positioned within each ^l 5 ?'* 50 ' and 250 / ' h ? f 35 ?* ™>«*** t ™* » W1 
of the cavities created in the upper surface of the hat bill core 15 * ^ haS m U ? pe , r bbn ?]*J a 52 ™* ? low « fabric »fyer 
55. These steel strips or wires 82 are secured in position 53 that r«P^vely reside atop and beneath the suffer 
within the hat bill 254 by adhesive in the manner described f^nt-shaped core 55 The disc-shaped positioning open- 
in the embodiment of FIGS. 13 and 14. ^ 112 are fotmed mlh narrow > radianv outwa rdly extend- 
„ .„ . . ..„ ... , , ing channels mid way between the upper and lower surfaces 
The upper fabnc layer 52 of the hat biU 254 conceals the 0 f the core 55. An object of ferrous material, namely a thin, 
ferrous strips from view so that the presence of the stops 82 20 u disc-shaped steel wafer 114 is employed which has 
within the hat biU 254 cannot be detected by visual obser- a radially outwardly projection rib U6 onits periphery. A 
vation. Nevertheless when a magnetic golr ball marker 10 atc steel wafer U4 

is pressed into each of the eenerallv 

oi 30 according to the invention is placed atop ttie hat bdl dis(>sh ^ positionmg op6nings 112 so that the rib 116 of 

254, it wdl cling .thereto due to the force of magnetic 6ach wafer U4 flts into ^ co ndin radial 

attraction exerted by the ball marker magnet 20 or 40 upon 25 defined ^ ^ inner waU of ga £ j| ionm ^ ^ 

the metal strip or strips 82 located directly therebeneath, as -^2 

illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 15. In the embodiment illustrated .„ , „. , , .. ... , . 

• , u j • c a. .-i . . Ine water 114 has a thickness slightly less than the 

in those drawing figures, the magnetic marker, such as the • , t ,, ..,„ „ r r j. • «■.«. j 

k*n m ,rV„ift?.ift . „n r . .u i. . u n -i d c.u u . thickness of the hat bill core 55. Layers of adhesive 118 and 

ball marker 10 or 30, will cling to the hat bill 254 of the hat nn „„ v a* *u a i _c tlL < , 

ten u i j » ii i . . , 30 Li« are applied to the upper and lower surfaces of the steel 

250 when placed at virtually any location on the fabnc layer ( ,,F , , „ ,. , , . 

52 of the hat bill 254 water 114, respectively. Each generally disc-shaped posi- 

„„,.,, , , ' . ... , . , „ tioning opening 112 in the stiff, flat interior core 55 serves 

FIG. 18 illustrates another embodiment of a magneticbaU M a posiliQning opaing for attractin a tic lf ball 

marker accord^ ;ta ^^theinvenUon. The magnetic ball marker marker at a location withill ^ ha , bj]1 54 5 Aste6 , 

100 shown in FIG. 10 is formed of a .flat slab of nonferrous wafer 114> ^ mounted m 6ach positioning opC nin g 112 

matenaL such as brass or plastic, which ,s stamped to define wher6 it k p6rmanentlv seamA to ^ na * bi| f 54 £ the 

a body 102. The upper surface 104 of the magnetically inert mt6ractiorl b6twe en the radial rib 116 and corresponding 

body 102 bears an indiaa comparable to the mdicia 16 of the in the core material 55, and by the adhesive layeri 

ball marker 10 of FIG. 1. The undersurface 106 of the U8 ^ no mat bond thc wafers U4 J, both ^ 

nonferrous body 102 has a central, disc-shaped cavity 108 side of the overlying upper fabric layer 52 and the concealed 

defined therein. The magnetically inert body 102 is prefer- side of the wAell ia fabric k 53 ^ ha , bm C0R . S5 

ably formed from a material that is somewhat malleable, so ^ the ^ wafers U4 ^biii^j tberewithin, is encap- 

toat the cavity 108 can be defined by Ramping ; a Asc-shaped sulated betwcen the fabrfc j 52 ^ ^ ^ 

depression mto the undersurface 106 of the body 102. fabric layer 53 

Alternatively, the cavity 108 may be formed by milling out A n * * j • t-t/i i ^ t_ • . *. 

material from the body 102 at the center of the undersurface 45 ^ ^ u ° Tf * 

106 using an end mill and lathe. Other conventional methods ZtnT,^ ^ m f 1^ ,H 7 ? ° f 

r r • 'j. 1 ao i l ■ j any oi uie steel wafers 114, the force of magnetic attraction 

of forming the cavity 108 may also be employed. J . , u 4U 4 .J .« , , , V ' ^ 

• • j ^ , exerted by the magnet 110 will draw the ball marker 100 

The cavity 108 is created to accommodate and seat a onto me fabric layer 52 dire ctly above the closest concealed 

small, flat, ^disc-shaped magnet 110. The diameter of the 50 wafer 114 In thc emb odiment of FIGS. 16 and 17, a 

magnet 110 is just slightly greater than the diameter of the magnetic baU marker according to the invention will thereby 

cavity 108 so that the magnet 110 can be permanendy adhcre to mc hat m 54 at mc selccted locations M deter . 

secured to the magically inert body 102 by force fitting it mined by me positioni[lg openings 112 any 

mto the cavity 108. detectable means of attachment. The ball markers 100 can 

Preferably, the outer diameter of the body 102 is either S s thereby be carried on the golf hats 350 in a very convenient 

one inch or three-quarters of an inch. These are the standard and readily accessible manner. 

sizes for golf ball markers that are widely utilized in the -r^ magnet of any one of the embodiments of the 

game of golf. The diameter of the cavity 108 is preferably different magnetic ball markers exerts a magnet field that 

about 11 .98 millimeters and the depth of the cavity 108, as acts through the layers of flexible fabric material, such as the 

measure from the undersurface 106, is preferably about 0.62 60 fabric layers 52 and 53. 7^ golf ball marker will thereby 

millimeters. The overall thickness of the body 102, as ^ere to an article of clothing, such as the hat 350, on the 

measured at its periphery, is preferably between about 1.2 exte rior surface thereof when moved into proximity to any 

millimeters and 1.3 millimeters. one of me wafers 114 of ferrous material located 

The magnet 110 preferably has a diameter of twelve therewithin, unless it is dislodged therefrom by a force 

millimeters and a thickness of 0.6 millimeters. As a 65 stronger than the magnetic field. A golfer may apply this 

consequence, when the magnet 110 is pressed into the cavity force using his or her fingernail to merely lift the ball marker 

108, as indicated by the directional arrows in FIG. 18, the away from the cap bill 54. However, until or unless such a 
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force is purposely applied, the magnetic ball marker will upper surface of me steel wafer 13 6 located within the cavity 

remain attached to the outer surface of the hat bill due to the of the tray 122. The plastic film 138 may be adhesively 

force of magnetic attraction to the steel wafer 114 even if the bonded to the flat surface 134 and steel wafer 136, or it may 

hat is dropped, turned upside down, or otherwise subjected be solvent welded or sonic welded to the flat surface 134. In 

to manipulation. 5 either case the steel wafer 136 is entrapped between the tray 

The fabric layers 52 and 53 are each only a fraction of an I 22 and mc overlying film 138. The outwardly facing 

inch in thickness, so that their presence does not materially surface 139 of the plastic film 138 forms an attachment 

attenuate the magnetic force of attraction exerted by the surface for the patch formed by the combined structure of 

magnet 110 at either the exposed upper surface of the fabric foe film fo e stecl wa f er I 36 * and the tray 122. 

layer 52 or at the exposed undersurface of the fabric layer 53 10 The magnet retention system 120 also includes a layer of 

of the cap bill 54 either, for that matter. As a consequence, adhesive 140 spread across the outwardly facing patch 

a significant magnet force is exerted through both of the attachment surface 139. The adhesive layer 140 establishes 

fabric layers 52 and 53, both of which are in intimate contact a firm, adhesive bond with the concealed side 141 of a layer 

with the steel wafers 114. The ball markers 100 can thereby of fabric 142 of an article of golf clothing, as illustrated in 

be carried on the under surface of the hat bill 54, as well as 15 FIG. 21. 

upon the upper surface as illustrated. To prC vent premature contact of the adhesive layer 140 

While the magnetic ball marker of the invention has a with any surface other than the concealed surface 141 of the 

wide variety of uses with many different of articles of golf layer of fabric 142 at a predetermined desired position of 

clothing and accessories, its use is particularly attractive in attachment thereon, the adhesive layer 140 is initially cov- 

combination with the articles of golf headwear, such as those 20 ered with a conventional disposable film (not shown), the 

illustrated. FIG. 19 illustrates a golf visor 450 which undersurface of which is coated with a release agent. The 

employs a hat bill 54 constructed in the same manner release agent faces the adhesive layer 140 and permits only 

depicted and described in association with the hat 350 a light adhesive bond between the protective film and the 

shown in FIGS. 16 and 17. As with the hat 350, the golf sun adhesive layer 140. When the ball marker attraction system 

visor 450 has one or more thin, ferrous objects permanently 25 120 is to be attached to a layer of fabric 142, the protective 

secured in the visor bill 54 beneath an overlying fabric layer film coated with release agent is stripped from the adhesive 

52, When a magnetic golf ball marker, such as the golf ball layer 140 and the adhesive layer 140 is pressed into contact 

marker 100 is located upon the exterior of the fabric 52. The with the concealed surface 141 of the fabric layer 142 at a 

magnet 110 of the ball marker 100 exerts a force of magnetic desired position of attachment thereto, 

attraction. The ball marker 100 is thereby attracted toward 30 Once the ball marker attraction system 120 has been 

the ferrous object embedded within the visor bill 54 of the attached to the fabric layer 142, any magnetic ball marker 

sun visor 450 when moved in proximity to the ferrous object according to the invention, such as the magnetic ball marker 

and clings to the visor bill 54, until or unless removed by a loo illustrated in FIGS. 20 and 21, will be attracted to the 

force that overcomes the force of attraction. ste el wafer 136 through the structure of the fabric layer 142, 

The invention is not limited to systems in which ferrous the adhesive layer 140, and the plastic film 138. The 

objects are incorporated into articles of golf clothing or golf magnetic force of attraction is sufficient to firmly but 

accessories as manufactured. To the contrary, otherwise releaseably hold any magnetic ball marker, such as any one 

conventional articles of golf clothing or other accessories of the magnetic ball markers 10, 30, or 100, in contact with 

can be easily modified according to the invention. the outer, visually exposed surface 143 of the fabric layer 

FIGS . 20 and 21 illustrate an embodiment of the magnetic 142. 

retention system which includes a ball marker attraction The magnetic field of the ball marker magnet 20, 40, or 

system 120 suitable for attachment to virtually any article of 110 easily acts through both the adhesive layer 140 and the 

clothing or other fabric article utilized as a sporting or plastic film 138 to exert a sufficient magnetic force upon the 

recreational accessory. The ball marker attraction system 45 steel wafer 136 to hold the ball marker firmly in position in 

120 is a patch that includes a shallow tray 122 formed as a coaxial alignment with the steel wafer 136. The permanent 

molded structure of flexible plastic, such as polyvinyl chlo- magnet in the ball marker resides in contact with the exposed 

ride. The tray 122 is molded to include a flat, circular floor surface 143 of the fabric material 142 to hold the ball marker 

124 and a short, cylindrical surrounding wall 126 extending in registration with the patch 120 and on the exposed side 

upwardly about the perimeter of the floor 124. The tray 122 50 143 of the fabric layer 142 thereof opposite the concealed 

defines an enlarged, central, generally disc-shaped portion side 141 to which the ball marker attraction system 120 is 

128 from which a pair of wings 130 and 132 extend in fastened. 

opposite directions. The tray 122 has an outwardly facing The patch formed by the ball marker attraction system 

flat surface 134 on its upper side surrounding the tray cavity 120 may be secured to virtually any article of golf clothing 

and extending about the periphery of the central region 128 55 having a fabric layer thin enough to allow the magnet in the 

and across the wings 130 and 132. The flat surface 134 ball marker to closely approach the ferrous article embedded 

surrounds the cavity formed within the tray 122. m the patch 120. The ball marker attracting patch 120 may 

Ihe ball marker attraction system 120 also includes a thereby be fastened to the inner surface of a crown of a golf 

disc-shaped ferrous object, which may be a flat steel wafer hat. For example, it may be placed against the concealed 

136 that fits snugly into the cavity formed within the so surface of the forehead area of the hat crown or between the 

cylindrical wall 126 and atop the floor 124. The steel wafer fabric of the crown and the hatband of the hat The patch 120 

136 is thereby disposed within the cavity of the tray 122. The may also be applied to a golf shirt, a golf towel, and to other 

wafer 136 may be formed of an iron, steel, or any other golf accessories having a thin layer of material, 

material that is attracted by the force of magnetism. Numerous other applications of the magnetic ball marker 

The ball marker attraction system 120 also includes a thin, 65 system of the invention will be come readily apparent to 

plastic film 138 that covers the entire flat surface 134 and those familiar with the game of golf. For example, flexible 

also at least the periphery of the outwardly facing circular rubber discs in which magnetized iron or iron oxide particles 
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arc embedded, or hard magnetized wafers of rubber in which 
magnetized iron or iron oxide particles are embedded may 
be utilized as permanent magnets in place of the ferrous 
metal magnetic discs illustrated. Accordingly, the scope of 
the invention should not be construed as limited to the 5 
specific embodiments illustrated, as other forms of the 
invention will become readily apparent in view of the 
disclosure herein. 
I claim: 

1. An improvement to a golf accessory formed with an 10 
exposed layer of fabric comprising a flat, thin object formed 

of ferrous material attached to and concealed by said 
exposed layer of fabric at a selected location thereon, and a 
detached golf ball marker including a permanent magnet 
permanently incorporated therein, whereby the magnetic 15 
force of attraction of said magnet acts through said exposed 
layer of fabric to hold said golf ball marker against said 
exposed layer of fabric at said selected location when moved 
into proximity thereto. 

2. An improved golf accessory according to claim 1 20 
wherein said golf accessory is an article of headwear. 

3. An improved golf accessory according to claim 2 
wherein said article of headwear has a bill formed of a stiff, 
flat interior core having a positioning opening therethrough 

at said selected location, and said core is located beneath 25 
said exposed layer of fabric, and said object formed of 
ferrous material is mounted in said positioning opening 
where it is permanently secured to said bill. 

4. An improvement to an article of golf clothing com- 
prising a flat, thin object of ferrous material attached to said 30 
article of clothing at a selected location thereon, wherein 
said article of golf clothing includes a layer of nonferrous 
sheet material that conceals said object of ferrous material 
from view at said selected location, and a detached golf ball 
marker that has a nonmagnetic body and a magnet perma- 35 
nently attached to said nonmagnetic body, whereby said 
magnet draws said golf ball marker toward said object of 
ferrous material and holds said golf ball marker against said 
layer of nonferrous sheet material when moved into prox- 
imity to said selected location. 40 

5. An article of golf clothing according to claim 4 wherein 
said article of golf clothing is an article of headwear that has 
a visor with a stiff bill formed of said layer of nonferrous 
sheet material and said selected location is in said bill of said 
article of headwear. 45 

6. In combination, an article of golf clothing formed of a 
flexible material having an exterior surface, a thin wafer of 
ferrous material permanently attached to said article of 
clothing beneath said exterior surface of said flexible 
material, and a golf ball marker formed of a body with a 50 
magnet permanently attached to said body, and said golf ball 
marker is placed in contact with said exterior surface of said 
flexible material so that said magnet exerts a magnetic field 
that acts through said flexible material, whereby said golf 
ball marker adheres to said article of clothing on said 55 
exterior surface of said flexible material when moved into 
proximity to said wafer of ferrous material unless dislodged 
therefrom by a force stronger than said magnetic field. 

7. A combination according to claim 6 wherein said article 

of golf clothing is a hat. 60 

8. A combination according to claim 6 wherein said article 
of clothing is a sun visor. 

9. In combination, a golf accessory constructed of fabric 
having an exterior surface, a thin ferrous object permanently 
secured within the confines of said fabric, and a golf ball 65 
marker formed of a magnetically inert body having a magnet 
permanently secured thereto and said golf ball marker is 
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located upon said exterior surface of said fabric and said 
magnet of said ball marker exerts a force of attraction, 
whereby said ball marker is attracted toward said ferrous 
object and remains secured in place on said exterior surface 
of said fabric when moved into proximity to said ferrous 
object until removed by a force that overcomes said force of 
magnetic attraction. 

10. A combination according to claim 9 wherein said golf 
accessory is formed as an article of headwear. 

11. In an article of golf clothing having at least one layer 
of fabric with a visually exposed side and an opposite 
concealed side, the improvement comprising at least one flat 
object formed of ferrous material secured in position to said 
layer of fabric at a selected, fixed location thereon, and a ball 
marker formed of a body and a magnet permanently secured 
to said body, whereby when placed near said fixed location 
of said layer of fabric, said ball marker is magnetically held 
to said object of ferrous material by the force of magnetic 
attraction between said magnet of said ball marker and said 
object of ferrous material. 

12. An article of golf clothing according to claim 11 
wherein said object of ferrous material is secured atop said 
visually exposed side of said layer of fabric. 

13. An article of golf clothing according to claim 12 
wherein said object of ferrous material is comprised a 
second magnet fixed in position relative to said layer of 
fabric. 

14. An article of golf clothing according to claim 13 
further comprising a flat strip that covers a predetermined 
area of said layer of fabric and said second magnet is located 
between said flat strip and said exposed side of said layer of 
fabric and within the confines of said predetermined area. 

15. An article of golf clothing according to claim U 
further comprising a plurality of objects formed of ferrous 
material as aforesaid, each of said objects of ferrous material 
being shaped as a long, narrow strip in contact with said 
concealed side of said layer of fabric. 

16. In combination: 

an article of clothing including a layer of flexible fabric 
material having an exposed side and an opposite con- 
cealed side; 

a patch including: 

a. a shallow tray having a floor, walls projecting 
outwardly from said floor to define a laterally 
enclosed cavity; 

b. an object formed of a ferrous material located within 
said cavity; and 

c. an outwardly facing attachment surface surrounding 
said cavity; 

a layer of adhesive interposed between said attachment 
surface of said patch and said concealed surface of said 
fabric material, thereby joining said patch to said layer 
of fabric material with said cavity enclosed therebe- 
tween and with said object formed of ferrous material 
entrapped between said shallow tray and said concealed 
side of said layer of fabric material; and 

a golf ball marker having a magnet permanently attached 
thereto, whereby when said ball marker is positioned at 
said exposed surface of said layer of flexible fabric 
material proximate said object formed of ferrous 
material, and said magnet exerts a magnetic force of 
attraction through said layer of fabric material thereby 
holding said golf ball marker in contact with said 
exposed surface of said layer of fabric material proxi- 
mate said object of ferrous material. 

17. A method of carrying a golf ball marker in open 
display on a fabric golf accessory comprising: securing an 
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object of material attracted by magnetism to a layer of fabric 
of said golf accessory, and placing a golf ball marker formed 
of a magnetically inert body and a permanent magnet 
permanently secured to said body near said object of mate- 
rial attracted by magnetism whereby a magnetic field pro- 
duced by said magnet of said golf ball marker draws said 
golf ball marker toward said object attracted by magnetism 



18 



and holds it relative thereto when said golf ball marker is 
moved into the vicinity of said object of material attracted by 
magnetism until an opposing force stronger than said mag- 
netic field dislodges said golf ball marker from said layer of 
fabric. 
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